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Australian Federation of University Women Inc.

PO Box 224, Enmore NSW 2042

http://www.afuw.org
November 18, 2006

The Hon. Tony Abbott

Minister for Health

Parliament House,

Canberra ACT 2600

Re: Cervical Cancer Vaccine (Gardasil)

Dear Mr Abbott,

The Australian Federation of University Women (AFUW) was dismayed to hear that the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee had rejected the application for Gardasil, the cervical cancer vaccine, to be funded under the National Immunisation Program.  

Under the aegis of its Standing Committee on the Status of Women, AFUW is committed to advocating for the health and well-being of girls and women. One of our concerns is that preventative health measures, such as this vaccine, or universal osteoporosis screening, are often denied on the basis of cost. We consider this a short-sighted view that does not allow adequate counterbalancing consideration of the costliness of providing medical or surgical treatment for an individual affected by the condition in question as well as the support services that may be needed for families in the event of prolonged illness or death.

Cervical cancer is a very significant cause of death among Australian women.  It would be scandalous if a way of reducing the number of these deaths were to be denied to the compatriots of the very medical team (including Dr Ian Fraser, Australian of the Year) who developed the drug. Nor should such a life-protecting drug be available only to the wealthy. All the young women of Australia deserve to have their life properly valued. We have been heartened by recent announcement from yourself and the Prime Minister that appear to agree. 

While we understand the need for prudent management of the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme and wish you well in negotiating costs, we do look to the government to show that it values the lives of Australian women enough to make it certain that the vaccine becomes universally available to those who need it and that this happens absolutely as soon as possible,

Yours Sincerely

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss

President, AFUW

2/12 Tollington Ave, East Malvern VIC 3145

cc. The Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. John Howard; 

The Hon. Julia Gillard, Shadow Minister for Health

Australian Federation of University Women Inc.

PO Box 224, Enmore NSW 2042

http://www.afuw.org
December 4, 2006

The Hon. Mal Brough MP

Minister for Indigenous Affairs

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Brough,

Re: Access to Cervical Cancer Vaccine (Gardasil) in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Indigenous Communities

The Australian Federation of University Women was one of many women’s organizations that made representations to the Prime Minister and the Minister for Health on the imperative need for the cervical cancer vaccine to be part of the public immunization programme, and we are very pleased that the government has negotiated an outcome that will make the vaccine available through schools and, for women up to the age of 26, through medical practitioners.

We are concerned however that these mechanisms may be inadequate and inappropriate to ensure that the vaccine is delivered to Indigenous women, especially those in more remote areas. In almost every health category, Indigenous people have poorer outcomes than their white fellow Australians. It is essential to ensure their access to any programmes of preventative medicine that may improve this wretched situation.

We are currently within the UN’s Second International Decade of Indigenous Peoples. The objectives established under Resolution A/RES/59/174 of the General Assembly included these highly relevant aims:

· Promoting non-discrimination and inclusion of indigenous peoples in the design, implementation and evaluation of international, regional and national processes regarding laws, policies, resources, programmes and projects; 

· Adopting targeted policies, programmes, projects and budgets for the development of indigenous peoples, including concrete benchmarks, and particular emphasis on indigenous women, children and youth

We would very much appreciate your advice as to what measures will be taken to ensure that these objectives are met in the inclusion of Indigenous women and girls in the delivery of cervical cancer vaccination,

Yours Sincerely.

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss, President AFUW,

2/12 Tollington Ave, East Malvern VIC 3145
