Australian Federation of University Women Inc.

President’s Report to the Annual General Meeting 5 March 2004
As this report covers the period from the last Annual Meeting in Melbourne on 22 April 2003 to now, (which also spans two triennia), I have drawn on the reports from the Immediate Past President to the Council Meetings last July and October.

The year has been a busy one, with the 32nd Triennial Conference commencing the day after the last annual meeting.  There has been extensive coverage of this conference in Graduate Women but I feel we all want to thank Deborah Haydon and her team in organising a very successful conference.  One thing that Jennifer Strauss mentioned to Council last July was the need for future conference organisers to seek sponsorship to enable the registration fees to be kept to a minimum and so allow as many members to attend.
Action has commenced on the resolutions passed at the conference.  Unfortunately, not all recipients of those letters have taken up our points and I will be endeavouring to achieve that shortly.

There has also been follow up action on the Indigenous Education Report.  Letters were sent by the Immediate Past President to all the Deans of Faculties/Heads of Schools requesting information on the degree to which they are supporting the maintenance of Indigenous languages and bilingual education programs, whether they have specific programs for training Indigenous students to become teacher-aides and teachers, and whether, and in what ways, their programs prepare all teachers to work with Indigenous students in pre-tertiary situations.  This report has been about for a few years now and needs to be completed so that the findings may be handed to the Australian, State and Territory Governments for their actions.

Marian Quartly has worked on assembling and editing Papers from the Public Days of the Triennial Conference and they have now been posted onto the AFUW website, with a limited number of hard copies available for purchase.
Members will be aware that the 28th IFUW Conference will be held in Perth from 4 to 10 August this year and much time has been spent by members of the Federation in the preparations for this event.  We have sent forward a motion recommending a change to the IFUW Constitution and 3 policy resolutions.  The list of amendments to the IFUW Constitution from all NFAs is included in the papers for the Council meeting on 6 March.  Details of all the policy resolutions will arrive shortly.  It will be important for all STAs to consider all those items and that work will be coordinated by the Resolutions Convener.

Our activities with PGWNet have continued with the then President and the CIR attending the inaugural PGWNet Council meeting in Fiji last May.  Both representatives from Australia came home highly impressed with the work being done by the energetic and committed women of the PGWNet associations.
The Immediate Past President also attended the Triennial Conference of the New Zealand Federation of Women Graduates.  Jenny Strauss was also able to meet Lily Vesikula, the PGWNet President and Lydia Gemu of the SIAWG at that conference and to be assured that the Pacific Island women, as well as the New Zealanders, were eager to come to the IFUW Conference in Perth.  

The activities of the OSW sponsored consortia have continued to play a major role in our activities.  The representatives to WomenSpeak (hosted by the YWCA) over the last year have been Kathy Mumford, May Kentish and Catherine Evans.  The representatives to Security for Women (hosted by BPW), have been Jenny Strauss, Mikele Barrett-Woodbridge and Rosemary Everett.  All representatives need to be thanked for all their efforts in supporting these programs.  Both consortia take time and commitment.  While at this stage, Council has endorsed our continued participation in these consortia, we must be mindful that such activities do not detract from our core activities within AFUW.
There have been the normal issues of Graduate Women published in the last twelve months.  The first of these two was mainly devoted to the proceedings of the AFUW Conference, where a comprehensive record was given of the resolutions passed at the conference as well as an excellent summary of the public days.
In January this year, I issued an AFUW News Sheet to all STA Presidents giving an update on current activities relating to the IFUW Conference and the next AFUW Conference.  I asked if they could distribute to as many of their members as possible.  I am pleased to say that most have included in the newsletters.  I want to express my appreciation to the STA Presidents for their cooperation with this.  It is so important as we lead up to a conference in particular that current information reaches our members as easily as possible.  Of course, there were also items in that news sheet which include tasks for the States and Territories to complete.  I am looking forward to receiving that information when it is due.
One distressing item that I need to report is the trouble AFUW Tasmania is having in attracting members to take on state roles.  There are 27 members in that state, which should be sufficient to find a state committee.  They do have several positions filled, including CIR and Treasurer.  Please read the AFUW Tasmania report for the Council meeting on 6 March 2004 for Kathy Mumford’s comments on the situation and I take it that Kathy would welcome any initiatives AFUW Inc may offer.  That will need to be an item for discussion at the Council meeting.

Also, with a beginning of a new Triennium, we need to be ensuring that our strategic goals, the terms of reference for the workings of the Standing Committees are up to date.  I would hope this will be achieved.

Jenny Strauss continued with a number of presidential visits around the country.  After the AFUW conference and PGWNet council, she has attended the 50th anniversary dinner of the AFUW New England group and 
I would like to thank all those who offered themselves for election and/or appointment for the 33rd triennium.

