19 November 2002
The Honourable Alexander Downer MP

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Parliament House

Canberra  ACT 2600

Dear Minister,

International Criminal Court – 

Proposed nomination of Australian Women

The Australian Federation of University Women Inc is a body representing women graduates.  It is affiliated, along with 71 other national associations, with the International Federation of University Women.  AFUW shares with these affiliates the aim of raising the status of women through education, so that they can take their place as full participants in and contributors to public life.  IFUW has had consultative status with ECOSOC since 1947, and is recognized by UNESCO and the ILO.  IFUW is particularly anxious that women should be represented on the ICC;  AFUW shares this goal, with the specific addition that we believe that one of those women should be an Australian.

We write today to urge you and the Attorney-General to make nominations from among the many capable Australian women lawyers for the upcoming judicial and prosecutorial positions on the recently established International Criminal Court. 

This is a matter of urgency, as nominations close on 30 November, and, as we understand it, only six countries had nominated women by 8 November: Ireland, Mali, Panama, Switzerland, Latvia and Poland (see http://www.un.org/law/icc/elections/nominations.htm).  This is not enough to ensure representation of women, because a minimum of nine women must be nominated to activate the provision that each country must vote for at least six women in the eighteen judges to be elected in February 2003.  Because of the urgency of the matter, we are sending this message to you as an email attachment, which will be followed by hard copy.

AFUW believes that this is an historic opportunity for the government to demonstrate its continuing commitment to equal opportunity for women, as well as a chance to showcase the legal and judicial talents of Australian women.  We have consulted among our own members and drawn on the expertise of the Board of Australian Women Lawyers, which has undertaken extensive consultations with its constituent bodies as well as individual members of the Australian legal profession and judicial officers in order to identify willing and meritorious nominees to fulfil these important positions.  We are indebted to the Australian Women Lawyers for their research in this matter.  We wish to support the arguments that they have put to you in their submission as to the paucity of representation of women in the various international legal and judicial tribunals and commissions.  We note also that they have ascertained the willingness as well as the capacity to serve of those whose names they have put forward.

AFUW therefore endorses the recommendation pf the Australian Women Lawyers that the following Australians be considered for nomination as a Judge and/or Prosecutor at the International Criminal Court:

· Justice Jane Mathews – presently an Acting judge of both the Supreme Court of New South Wales and Supreme Court of Western Australia, formerly a judge of the Federal Court of Australia and President of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal, and first woman to be appointed in New South Wales as a Crown Prosecutor, District Court judge and ultimately Supreme Court Judge.

· Judge Ann Vanstone QC – presently a Judge of the District Court of South Australia, formerly Senior Counsel assisting the Royal Commissioner, Royal Commission into the use of Executive Power, Western Australia and Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions for South Australia.

· Wendy Abrahms QC – presently Associate Director of Public Prosecutions (South Australia), where she has practised for almost 20 years.  Senior counsel for the prosecution in the trial of Bunting v Wagner (the Snowtown trial) which involves allegations of serial killing, 12 counts of murder and complex issues of cross-admissibility and evidentiary matters.
We look forward to your favourable response.

Yours sincerely

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss

President

Australian Federation of University Women

