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14 May 2003

The Hon. Alexander Downer

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Downer,

At its recent 32nd Triennial Conference in Melbourne, which had as its theme ‘From Study to Forum: Women. Education and Citizenship’, a number of Resolutions were passed and I write to convey the following one that falls within your area of responsibility:

The 32nd Conference of AFUW urges the Federal Government to increase the amount of aid given to developing countries to the target set by the United Nations of 0.7% of gross domestic product, such aid to be substantially directed to programs to benefit women and children.
There was a strong feeling among members that Australia’s relatively wealthy position among nations was not adequately reflected in its present level of overseas aid.  There were also concerns that insufficient attention was given overall in aid programs to the needs of women and children. Programs that increase the health levels of women and children, improve the educational opportunities of children and support micro-economic enterprises for women will not only improve the equity of aid, but will have, in the long-term, a profound influence in strengthening both the social and economic stability of developing countries.

We urge you and the government to give serious attention to this resolution,

Yours Sincerely
(Dr) Jennifer Strauss,

President, AFUW Inc.

