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17 September 2002

The Hon. Alexander Downer

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Parliament House,

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Downer,


The Australian Federation of University Women is an organisation which has, since 1922, had the furtherance of world peace as one of its aims.  This is for the sake of all human beings, but particularly for the women and children who are increasingly becoming the non-combatant victims of carpet bombing and of rape conducted as a way of terrorising and humiliating opponents.  The women and children of Iraq have suffered deprivation for years under the combination of a brutal regime and international sanctions that have affected the ordinary population of Iraq much more than its rulers.  But there is no way that their lot will be improved by military action led by the United States.  We know from recent history that the US will allow a great deal of “collateral” death to avoid risking the lives of American troops.  

We believe that any response of a military strike against Iraq is neither responsible nor justified by the existence of verifiable evidence of imminent threat to the USA or other countries.  Many other countries have weapons of mass destruction; many other countries refuse to follow UN Resolutions.  Given today’s announcement that Iraq will allow unconditional return of weapons’ inspectors, we urge you to act on indications that this would change Australia’s support for imminent military action, and we sincerely hope that Australia will show leadership for peace by doing everything in its power to avert a military action which could prove not only catastrophic for the Iraqi people, but for the entire Middle East,

Yours Sincerely

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss

President, Australian Federation of University Women

