FAX NO:  02 9482 7018

TO:  Hon. Philip Ruddock, MP, Minister for Immigration

FROM:  Dr. Jennifer Strauss, President, AFUW

DATE:  23 June 2003

No. of Pages (including this page):  ONE

(If you do not receive all pages please ring (03) 9885 8132)

MESSAGE:  Re Ruling of Family Court on the Immigration Detention of Children

Dear Mr Ruddock,

The Australian Federation of University Women has written to you several times in the past appealing for the release from immigration detention of women and children.

Our policy on this matter was re-affirmed in a Resolution passed recently at the 32nd Triennia Conference of the Federation, held in Melbourne, 23-26 April.

We urge you now most strongly to accept the ruling of the Family Court that the detention of these children is illegal and also contravenes Australia’s obligations as a signatory to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Please do not extend further the anguish of these children and of Australian citizens who feel ashamed by their country’s behaviour in this matter.

Let there be no appeal lodged against the Family Court decision,

Yours most sincerely, 

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss
President, Australian Federation of University Women
Jennifer Strauss     Phone/Fax: 61.3.9885 8132     email: jstrauss@bigpond.com


