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The Hon. John Howard MP

The Prime Minister of Australia
Parliament House

Canberra  ACT  2600

Dear Prime Minister
The Australian Federation University Women (AFUW) is a non government organisation affiliated with 77 other national organisations comprising the International Federation University Women based in Geneva.

Our objects are to unite the associations of university women graduates in Australia; to promote and encourage the advancement of education and research activities; to encourage university women graduates to apply their knowledge and skills to contribute to solving the problems which arise at all levels of public life, national, regional and international; and to promote understanding, friendship and co-operation among university women graduates of the world irrespective of their race, nationality, religion or political opinions.

From these objectives, we view with strong concern the actions of military forces in Iraq in the way the citizens there are being treated.  The three major parties to invade Iraq in 2003, called the Coalition of the Willing, (the Coalition) of which Australia is a party, have signed onto all four parts and the two addendums of the Geneva Convention and hence we expect all forces to treat the citizens of Iraq according to the convention.

I refer in particular to Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.
Article 1 states that the High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for the present Convention in all circumstances.
Article 2 goes to state that the Convention shall also apply to all cases of partial or total occupation of the territory of a High Contracting Party even if one of the Powers in conflict may not be a party to the present Convention.

AFUW contends that the obligations placed on the Australian Government, by being a party to the Geneva Convention, have been contravened with the civilian population in Iraq having their basic rights as a citizen of that country denied to them.
Article 3 states that persons who are caught in the conflict shall in all circumstances be treated humanely.  Hence there is to be no violence to them, outrages upon personal dignity, humiliating and degrading treatment with the wounded and sick being collected and cared for.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs stated on 9 November 2004 that Fadhel Youssef, a spokesman for the Fallujah local government, revealed that 30,000 inhabitants remained in the city while it was being fired upon by armed forces from the Coalition.  The main city hospital was reportedly hit by a US air strike.  Medical officials said they had no choice but to treat the injured in their homes or in the poorly equipped emergency room prepared at the main Hadra’s mosque.  

It was further reported that Doctor Rafa’ah al-Tyssaue, director of the main hospital in Fallujah had complained several times of the shortage of medical supplies for the citizens of Fallujah and that the US troops had prevented aid being sent to the hospital by the Islamic Relief NGO.

It is in clear breach of the Geneva Convention to treat the citizens of any country in this way.  How many lives were lost due to the lack of medical attention?

We believe that many deaths will result from the loss of blood, infection and other complications.  Article 18 states that civilian hospitals may in no circumstances be the object of attack but shall at all times be respected and protected by the Parties to the conflict.  Clearly this has not occurred.  AFUW asks why were the citizens of Fallujah treated in this way, especially when it was in breach of the Geneva Convention.
Article 13 states that the whole of the populations of the countries in conflict, without any adverse distinction based, in particular, on race, nationality, religion or political opinion, are intended to be alleviated from the sufferings caused by war.

As a member of the Coalition, Australia has a responsibility to ensure that the Geneva Convention is upheld and that all forces, from whichever country representing the Coalition is involved also uphold the Geneva Convention.
Clearly, the citizens of Fallujah are suffering from the hands of the Coalition.  This is in breach of the Geneva Convention.

The citizens have been subjected to armed fighter bombardment, armed helicopter gunship attack, heavy tank units attack and heavy artillery attack.  This was not fair.  The citizens should not have had to withstand these hardships.  What did the coalition do to protect them from this bombardment as they should have done under the Geneva Convention?

It is clear that Fallujah has been severely damaged.  Its civilian population, infrastructure, hospitals, schools have been hit by massive fire-power that indiscriminately laid waste to the city.

There has also been TV footage of members of the Coalition military forces shooting a man clearly recognised on TV as being wounded.  This too is in breach of the Convention.  What action is being taken against that soldier?
Then there was further TV footage showing US Marines entering a Mosque, a place of worship, and shooting dead a man.  This was an outrageous action.  What is the result of the investigation into the Marine’s actions?  As the Geneva Convention shows, Australia is accountable for the actions of any member of the Coalition in Iraq.  It is not a question of Australia saying that the actions involved a member of another country’s military forces.  By joining forces in the Coalition, Australia is just as accountable as the USA.
Hence AFUW wants to know what investigations have been conducted into these two actions, who conducted them and the results.  Further, what other actions have occurred against the citizens in Iraq since the Coalition moved in there.
AFUW asks what actions have been taken by Australian military personnel in Iraq to ensure that all members of the Coalition abide by the Geneva Convention.  As stated previously, all members of the Coalition are equally culpable for the actions of all members of the Coalition forces.

The International Federation University Women was formed at the end of World War 1 to promote, inter alia, international cooperation, friendship, peace and respect for human rights for all, irrespective of their gender, age, race, nationality, religion, political opinion, gender and sexual orientation or other status.  AFUW joined in 1922 to help advance these objectives.
We are very concerned at the way the citizens of Fallujah have been treated and await your responses to the way Australia has been upholding the Geneva Convention in Iraq as a member of the Coalition.

Yours sincerely

Rosemary A Everett

President
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