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12 November 2001

The Right Honourable John Howard

The Prime Minister

Parliament House

Canberra   ACT 2600

Dear Mr Howard,


May I first, on behalf of the Federation of Australian University Women congratulate you on you re-election as Prime Minister.


This letter, nonetheless, is to request you to give urgent consideration to a redirection of current Australian policy in the “war on terrorism”, and to exercise whatever influence you can bring to bear on President Bush to achieve a redirection of American policy away from the current appalling bombardment of Afghanistan.  


The arguments for this request are set out below in the resolution passed unanimously at the 27 October Council Meeting of the Federation.  It was felt, however, that it was not  proper to deliver such a request during the period of caretaker government leading up to the election.  Now that normal government is resuming, I am sending this as a matter of urgency:

Resolution of the Council of the Australian Federation of University Women

This Council Meeting of the Australian Federation of University Women re-affirms its commitment to the furthering of world peace and the promotion of societies in which the human rights of all-—women, men and children—are respected.

In the light of this commitment Council cannot accept that the current bombing of Afghanistan is a justified and proportionate response to the abhorrent acts of violence perpetrated in America on 11 September 2001.

The bombing campaign involves unacceptable civilian casualties and continues the destruction of the physical infrastructure of a country already reduced to desperate poverty.

It inflames political tensions in a volatile region, provokes demonstrations of racist intolerance and intensifies an already acute refugee problem.

Council calls for an immediate halt to the use of violent military strategies to combat violence.  It urges all those involved to invoke the authority and resources of the United Nations to set up negotiations to establish a just and stable system of government in Afghanistan.

Council further insists that no permanent and just resolution can be found in any negotiations involving the future of Afghanistan unless Afghan women are active participants and partners in the process.  Only if this condition is met can the women of Afghanistan begin to hope for a future in which they enjoy access to education and its benefits, access to health care, freedom of movement, and the right to full participation in public life.


We would ask you to give particular consideration to the last paragraph.  There seems to be considerable likelihood that the Northern Alliance will gain control of Afghanistan.  From the point of view of the women of Afghanistan, the Northern Alliance’s role as an oppressor equals, if not surpassing, that of the Taliban.  It will be a mockery of any idea of bringing about a just and stable society in Afghanistan if the Northern Alliance is to return to undisputed power as a result of the intervention of democratic governments in the history of this unhappy country,


Yours Sincerely,


(Dr) Jennifer Strauss


President, AFUW

cc: International Federation of University Women

      8 Rue de l’Ancien-Port, 1201 Geneva, Switzerland.

