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Australian Federation of University Women Inc.

PO Box 224, Enmore NSW 2042

http://www.afuw.org.au
September 29, 2007
The Prime Minister

The Right Hon. John Howard

Parliament House

Canberra  ACT 2600

Dear Mr Howard, 

Re: Proposals for a UN Women’s Agency

In December 2006, the Australian Federation of University Women was one of a group of NGOs that wrote to you endorsing the Statement on Reforming Gender Equality issued by the Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel for UN System-wide Coherence and urging in particular that Australia should give its support to the Panel’s recommendation that there should be a UN Women’s Agency.

As you will know, this continues to be a matter under consideration. At the 29th Conference of the International Federation of University Women, held in Manchester in August 2007, delegates from the 79 national affiliates of the Federation gave unanimous support to the following urgency motion:

That IFUW strongly urge the United Nations (UN) to establish a high-level agency for women headed by a woman Under-Secretary General, with regular sustainable funding, and with the resources and mandate to initiate and operate programmes at the country level.


That the national federations and associations (NFAs) encourage their own governments to support this high-level agency for women.

The motion was supported by a list of pre-requisites developed by IFUW’s representatives to the UN. (IFUW is one of five women’s organization world-wide with official UN representation). These pre-requisites are:

1.      The status of the head of the Women’s Agency should be the same as the Specialized Agencies and at the level of an Under-Secretary-General of the UN.

2.      Adequate resources should be provided from the regular budget from the member states to institutionalize gender equality and women’s rights.

3.      Autonomous programmatic power (to set strong programs) should be included.
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4.      Gender equality mainstreaming should be continued in other UN Agencies.

5.      Official UN resident gender representatives should be appointed at the regional and country levels.

6.      There should be participation of NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations) in consultative relations as well as others to help develop the programs.

We are aware that the current term of your government is shortly coming to a close, and that this may not be seen as a time for major policy commitments. Consequently we seek assurances from you that, if re-elected, you will lead the Australian Government in actively supporting not only the establishment of a UN Women’s Agency, but also the fulfillment of the conditions enumerated above,

Yours Sincerely,

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss, AM

President, Australian Federation of University Women

Member, Status of Women Committee of the IFUW

Cc: The Hon. Alexander Downer, Minister for Foreign Affairs

The Hon. Kevin Rudd, Leader of the Opposition

