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27 November 2002

The Hon. Jenny Macklin MP

Shadow Minister for Health

Parliament House

Canberra  ACT 2600

Dear Ms Macklin,

Re: Fifth Asian and Pacific Population Conference (APPC) and retention of Reproductive Rights in Programme of Action.

The following letter to Mr Downer is forwarded to you because AFUW believes that this important issue also falls within the province of your portfolio.

We would be grateful if you could give the matter positive attention,

Yours Sincerely,

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss 

President, Australian Federation of University Women

Dear Mr Downer,

Re: Fifth Asian and Pacific Population Conference (APPC) and retention of Reproductive Rights in Programme of Action.

The Australian Federation of University Women is concerned that Australia should do its utmost at the upcoming Asian and Pacific Population Conference (11–17 December 2002) to ensure that reproductive rights retain their place in the Programme of Action as adopted at the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in 1994.  The need to include reproductive rights in the Programme of Action was re-affirmed at the ICPD +5 Meeting in 1999.

As you will be aware, some government delegates at the Second Preparatory Meeting, held in Bangkok in October, moved to eliminate all references to reproductive health rights in the draft Plan of Action.  This must not be allowed to happen.  It is imperative for women’s physical and economic health and well-being that reproductive rights remain part of the Programme of Action when the text for our region is finalised at the APCC in December.

To this end, it is important to ensure that the format of this meeting and all the other regional meetings to take place between now and April 2004 do not repeat the organisational pattern of Bangkok in October, namely one of politicised inter-governmental negotiations.  These meeting should be technical meetings, where learning experiences are exchanged and matters such as best practice and benchmarking are discussed, so that the progress made in the ICPD Programme of action is maintained and strengthened, rather than being sent into reverse. 

Australian women enjoy relatively privileged conditions as to reproductive health rights.  We believe that these conditions should become increasingly available to all women in the Asia-Pacific region, and ultimately to women of all nations.  We urge Australian government representatives taking part in the Conference to do everything in their power to see that the Programme of Action makes real advances towards such a goal, and is not allowed to be sent into what would constitute a serious reverse,

Yours Sincerely,

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss, President, Australian Federation of University Women

cc: Senator the Hon. Kay Patterson, Minister for Health and Ageing

Senator the Hon. Amanda Vanstone, Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Status of Women

The Hon Kevin Rudd MP, Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs

The Hon Jenny Macklin, Shadow Minister for Health

Senator the Hon Carmen Lawrence; Shadow Minister for the Status of Women

Ms Rosemary Calder, First Assistant Secretary, Office of the Status of Women

