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12 July 2003

The Prime Minister

The Hon. John Howard MP

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Howard,

Re: The role of Women in determining a lasting peace in the Solomon Islands

I write as President of the Australian Federation of University Women (AFUW) to urge that, in the event of Australia leading a force to re-establish law and order in the Solomon Islands, your government will do its utmost to ensure that the women of that nation will be fully involved in any discussions and decisions aimed at ensuring the permanence of peace and the restoration of orderly governance.  

In making this request, I rely both on United Nations Resolution 1325, which affirms the necessity of the involvement of women in ensuring the peaceful settlement of conflict and on the longstanding policies of AFUW.  Founded in 1922, we are one of 73 associations of graduate women affiliated to the International Federation of University Women, a body officially accredited to UNESCO for its expert contributions to advancing the status of women through initiatives in education.  IFUW has also, however, from its founding in 1919, campaigned for peaceful and participatory resolution of national and international conflicts because of its belief that a secure peace, which is essential to the social stability necessary for the wellbeing of all—men women and children—cannot be imposed by outside force, but must be based on the willing participation of all those whose lives will be affected by the outcomes of the end of conflict.

In the past, AFUW has opposed Australia’s participation in armed intervention in Iraq.  We accept, however, that the case of the Solomon Islands is different, in that there has been a properly constituted parliamentary request for assistance, and that Australia can reasonably be seen to have regional connections which make it proper to respond to such a request.  While we appreciate the 
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fact that your government has sought and gained the co-operation of neighbouring Pacific nations, we would dearly like to see you seek the support of the United Nations for any action, since it would seem that intervention does meet the criterion of the United Nations Charter in being intended to achieve the common good.

To return, however, to my original point, the common good of a lasting and stable peace in the Solomon Islands requires the participation of women.  In the Solomons there is a group of highly-educated, articulate and public-spirited women who would be particularly suited to act as consultants.  I refer to the Solomon Islands Graduate Women’s Association, which has recently achieved full affiliation with the International Federation.  The Solomon Islands Association is a member of the regional group, the Pacific Graduate Women’s Network, the executive of which is currently based in Fiji.  I am taking the liberty of providing contact details, in the hope that these will be noted by you and the Foreign Minister, to whom a copy of this letter will be sent.

The President of the Solomon Islands Graduate Women’s Association is Ms Janine Simi.  Her email address is janinesimi@yahoo.com 

Postal address: School of Education, 

P.O. Box R113, 

Solomon Islands College of Higher Education, 

Honiara, 

Solomon Islands

The President of the Pacific Graduate Women’s network is Ms Lily Vesikula.  Her email address is

vesikula_l@usp.ac.fj
Postal address:  GPO Box 13495, SUVA, Fiji.

Yours Sincerely,

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss,

President, AFUW Inc.

cc: The Hon. Alexander Downer, Minister for Foreign Affairs

     The Hon. Kevin Rudd, MP, Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs

