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Australian Federation of University Women Inc.

PO Box 224, Enmore NSW 2042

http://www.afuw.org
January 28, 2007

The Hon. Alexander Downer MP

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr. Downer,

Re: Attacks on Iraqi female academics and university students

In April 2003, the Australian Federation of University Women wrote to you about concerns we shared with women’s organisations in both the UK and the USA over the situation of Iraqi women in the wake of the overthrow of Saddam Hussein. In that letter we appealed to the Australian Government, as one of the coalition partners, to take every possible action to ensure the safety and well-being of these women and also their participation in all processes determining the political and social future of Iraq.

One specific concern was our alarm at reports that some Shi’ite Muslims were then, as now, calling for the imposition of aspects of Shariah law, which would, among other adverse outcomes, lead to women’s sequestration from public life.  While this aim has not yet been effected, there is a particularly destructive strategy being directed towards its achievement. This is the terrorising of women who seek their right to participate fully in education, whether as students or teachers.  Reports of intimidation and physical attacks on such women have been arriving from Iraq over the past two years, but there was particularly brutal evidence provided in the slaughter that occurred at Baghdad University last week.  It was reported on both BBC and CNN World News that the majority of those killed or wounded were female and that women were apparently deliberately targeted.

When you replied to our letter of 2003, you declared that the Australian government was very aware of the need to ensure that democratic rights were available to all Iraqis. We call on you to make every possible and effort to influence the American forces in Iraq and the Iraqi government to provide without delay a secure environment around schools and universities so that women can pursue their entirely legitimate aims of achieving the education that will enable them to help rebuild Iraq in the way that we all wish to see,

Yours Sincerely

(Dr) Jennifer Strauss

President, Australian Federation of University Women

2/12 Tollington Ave, East Malvern VIC 3145.

